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Well -educated re s tdent of central Luzon municipality who is a former member 
of the Philippine Communist Party, and who has maintained contact. with former 
associates active in Party organs (C). Appraisal of Content: Documentary* 


The following is a translation of the Tagalog text of an undated manifesto ad- 
dressed to the Filipino people by Jesus Lava, Secretary General > of the Philippine 
Communist Party* The manifesto. which is in the form of an open letter,' is > be- 
lieved to have been prepared either during late 1952 or early 1953* It bear a 
Lava f s signature, and it may, in fdct, have been prepared by Mel, This is ; be- 
lieved to be one of the few available Philippine Communist documents in which 
Lava ha$. been described as the present Party General Secretary, although his 
assignment and continued function in this position since shortly after the arreet 
of his brother , Jose, in October 1950, is veil established, Jesus is the third 
of the Lava brothers to occupy this position, since Vicente . preceded Joee as 
Secretary General*! ^ iyr 
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As a statement of the -current Philippine Connuni s t poll cy of , the s excelled " peace ; ' 
offensive, the document is not outstanding when compared with other current " docu— 
mentary material presenting the Party's official position, either . for - inter n&l^ 
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Countrymen: 


1, Our beloved country ir w j’ mi? 8 *»erv serious ailment. It has long been 
wide to Buffer by on cH d.v'Owf whi:h exhausted th«* vitality and strength of 
r'ox people and caused our Cvozi'r/ tv lapse into the net of prostration. The 
432 years of oppression <uii a la very by pillaging foreigners completely weakened 
. ur ©conosfy, our exijtcnco;, and the avality cf our people; so much so that, 
many of us are already ur**wa;<* < f car patrimony# Some of us became Spaniards; 
othcrd became Japanese; and msy became Americans, in spirit if not in color. 

r Filiplniam. that passivate snn enthusiastic pro*-Filiptno sentiment which en- 
couraged and urged tb:*e lire I^pj-Lspu and Dagohoy, Piegc Silang, Bonifacio, 

Luna, Del Pilar, Crisant.. Lvar£* list'd. and Jose Abed Santos to become heroes 
and martyrs, is a virtual t.fcvig of \ n* past, while the slave mentality, the 
beggarly manner of some, ar^l uncontrolled self-aggrandi cement and subservience 
t> alien masters; urr tne ruminating spirit among the so-called vise and 
illustrious, Tes, we were taugcv to h* come obedient slaves to the exploiting 
i feigner* » 3 

2, O’-r country has jus*. x e : nervd S> rm the terrible destruction of the past war; a 
war not of our own making more »: art our desire. At present, in spite of the 

1 gcnorosity* of # our ’American CAetera n r millions of Filipino workers and employee* 
ream the -streets, begging fci vofck. linrig cn charity, during of hunger. Millions 
. ( peasants sweated and c\td in cri ring away the oppressive Spaniards and Japanese 
£rr>m cur shores; peasants. vhrse blood is still dripping through the ability of 
A&eriran domlnatars. are sVJlV tbixst/.for a peace of land which really belongs 
tc them. MlHi o ns also of small landowning farmers have no more ^iope to get 
»ip from debt and arrrtgsge : ae tiiw licing a hungry and needy existence. Even 
cur bourgeoisie is auifei irg under a progressing, renewed oppression by rich 
-Oiens and by the r vatih claims to be independent and apart frbm 

wealthy, but is attune? t: the euren strings and is the servant of foreign 
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* are in the nldst vf a* Internal Revelation for Kational Liberation from our 

'generous masters "• Our lenders, groups, or parties oho so the easy, "honorable,* 
and the has t* money-tasking way cf Cvilabtn'aticm and puppetry. Our country ie 
Buffer lag not only due to the oppression of foreigners, but also from the Hands 
of our countrymen, who, voluntarily or not, are permitting themselves to be 
usee ae tools of a foreign master against the welfare of our own people. These 
rotten mad loathful instruments of Wall Street vent further, through the earns me dace 
corrupting and bribing tbs KKB ani the population so they would serve without 
danger ^ their welfare and to that of their master. 


4. La the midst of this complicated economic, political, social, and moral -problem, 
the danger of la new war appeared; a war that may ;bura : a^ all the - countries; 
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oppreeaive; foreign ; ■ 
vhioh has never ; ; 

1&7 axis ted'-f otr r the ;cxrd Inary man/dn; order to’ fight' fenr^ a j viyjof -life'^tiioh : is °def initi 
a,vmy of poverty, want, misery, extreme hunger, end hopelessness in life, 
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5. Dear Countrymen:- It in not yet ton laU; the war can still bo evaded. The war 
can a till bo blocked by the united donlre and movement of the people, of all the 
people vho understand the need of blocklnc it. Wo ore not alone in thia fctruggli 
The people all over the world* laborern and pcasnnto, etudenta and professionals, 
in America, Europe, Africa, tho Middle East and Asia, the people in the Soviot 
Union, China, Korep, and Eastern Europe, arc all in this fight for peace. Shall 
v« allow a handful of profit- jrnbbinc imperialists to plunge the world into a 
war without rtruggllng to op*r;r>» them? Shall we nullify our right to Tight for 
world peace? If n©> then v* arc also repudiating our singular right to live. 


6, The involvemont in war of the Philippine 8 and the Filipino people is painful to 
the heajto of our population, Dut hov could our involvement bo avoided, if the 
vnr cannot bo evaded? Foreign troops military bases must be removed from 
our choros. Cur ixraory is not so short oi to forgot the lessons of the past war. 
c These bases and foroigti troops arc not for our protection. Vo ore being made 
into a fort and converted into a screen upon which the immediate ferocity of the 
initial attack will bo let loose, like the employment of civilians as a barricade 
by the Japanese in order to cover their retreat. 


7. We must not bo carried away and deceived^ to Join an agreement in the Pacific ox 
a Southeast Asia Union or the Ah'ZUS Pact, hot us not allow our valuable raw ^:'V 
a&torials be stolen by a varaor.ccrinc po^sr. (This ic what the VGA is doing.) 

We should not permit that tho laborers, the peasants, the Filipino students, and 
professionals in military unifer® to U? used as cannon fodder so the tanks, air- 
planes, machiaeguns , and rifles of Du Pont, Morgan, Ford, and Rockefeller can 
be cold at staggering profits. Let us not permit the Japanese militarists to 
raise their heads again who, even now, are already demonstrating arrogance and 
total deoregard of the rights of the Filipino action. Ve are the recognized - 
victors in the last war, but peace has definitely disappeared from us - Just t 

because of the desire of the American capitalists of weapons to reap the marl mum 
profit, because they merely wish that Japan bo the one to exploit' and oppress the 
sweat and the blood of the Asians. We must be sure not to permit ourselves to 
bo used in the work which will only bury us Filipinos deeper in bondage of the 
shackles of slavery. 


8. Wo are calling on all true Filipinos from all walks of life; Let us cauit aside 
partisan sentiment r for the time being; let us forget past misunders tandings / 
subordinate the narrow and selfish interest, and join and unite with’ this move- 
ment for peace, liberty, and prosperity. The Kation&l Liberation Movement, led 
by the Communist Party of the Ihilippines, is ready to unite, join, and cooperate 
in the work, move ms nt, and struggle of any person, group, or party which loyally 
believes in and is ready to fight for peace. Wc have to struggle together,, because 
if not, ve will perish if divided. To perish fighting together as one for the 
problem of peace, liberty, and prosperity; and to survive together as one for 
peace, liberty, aii prosperity, what greater Filipinism is there to look for? 4 % 

Filipinosi^Let us unite for Peace i 

Fight for Peace. >■’"} 


COK>OTIST PARTY QF -THS ; PHILIPPINES;/ : 



7 «. *•.»*$: •< • '*!**»•**}$&?' 


•»;v ,vr\ J 


m 


SECRET/CONTHOL - U. S. OFFICIALS ONLY 




secret/cont&cl - u, s, officials only 


C3 -10433 


~4~ 


1. Washingto n Comaont. Joee Lava Is now serving a life sentence in a Manila 
prison as a recult of his conviction vith othor members of the Philippine 
Coimnuniot Party Politburo in K.ay 1951; Vicento died in 1947, presumably 
of tor having ooiocUid Jose us hio eventual successor. Jesua is believed 
to have assumed the post of Secretary General during early 2951* See $0-94# 
(Au^tfrt 1952) for a summary of information referring to connections of member! 
of the Lava family vith the Philippine Communist movement* 

2* Wfl4 hi nrtnn Commit. Ao Secretory General, and tu a member of the Party 
Secretariat, and possibly other nati :>nol -level organs, Lava presumably 
participatoc in tiio actual preparation of various theoretical documents 
released for circulation among Party organs. 

3# Washington Come nt. The inclusion of such early Philippine Communist leader: 
as Evangelista and Abad Santos in this listing of Filipino heroes is note- 
worthy; this is of interest in connection vith the patriotism and nationalise 
themes expounded in 05-1309, previously referenced* 

A. Washingto n Co^n;. See C5-1309 and CS-8622 (May 1952) and referenced report 
and comments. 

Washington Consent. The fact that the document was prepared in Tagalog, rather 
ihan in English^ or other Philippine dialects, Is noteworthy* However, it is 
not known whether the -anifesto was also circulated in other languages. The 
degree of Lava's facility in Tagalog, assuming he actually wrote the document, 
it not exceptional, insofar as this can be Judged from this translation* 
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